
After the signing of the armistice, demobilization of troops 
was begun immediately. A s diagram 2 indicates, more than 
600,000 were discharged during December. Forces in this 
country were at once cut to the lowest point consistent with 
carrying on the storage of equipment and settlement o f con­
tracts, and the discharge of men returning from overseas. 
In spite of the time necessary for return of overseas forces, 
demobilization was caried forward more rapidly in proportion 
to the number under arms than in any previous American war. 

Diagram 3 shows the three sources from which the Army 
came. 

More than half a million came in through the Regular 
Army. Almost 400,000 more, or nearly 10 per cent, entered 
through the National Guard. More than three-quarters of all 
came in through the selective service or National Army en­
listments. Of every 100 men 10 were National Guardsmen, 
13 were Regulars, and 77 belonged to the National Army, or 
would have if the services had not been consolidated and the 
distinctions wiped out on August 7, 1918. 

THE SELECTIVE SERVICE 

The willingness with which the American people accepted 
the universal draft was the most remarkable feature in the 
history of our preparation for war. 

It is a noteworthy evidence of the enthusiastic support given 
by the country to the war program that, despite previous hos­
tility to the principle of universal liability for military service, 
a few months after the selective service law was passed, the 
standing of the drafted soldier was fully as honorable in the 
estimation o f his companions and of the country in general 
as was that of the men who enlisted voluntarily. Moreover, 
the record o f desertions from the Army shows that the total 
was smaller than in previous wars and a smaller percentage 
occurred among drafted men than among those who volun­
teered. The selective service law was passed on May 19, 
1917, and as subsequently amended it mobilized all the man 
power of the Nation from the ages of 1$ to 45, inclusive. 
Under this act, 24,234,021 men were registered and slightly 
more than 2,800,000 were inducted into the military service. 


